RANDWICK

HERITAGE TRAIL

A compact walking guide to historic Randwick

WELCOME TO Randwick a hill-top Cotswold village with views
of the five valleys of Stroud. The trail starts and ends at the
historic Vine Tree Inn, which dates to at least 1839 and was one
of eight local brewhouses.

VINETREEINN -« WAR MEMORIAL . ST JOHN’S .

THE 20-STOP ROUTE
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Your first stop is at the historic Vine Tree Inn
which originally comprised a row of weavers'
cottages and, as a public house, dates back to at
least 1839, when it was one of eight brewhouses
in the village.
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Across the road you'll see Turret Cottage built as
four late 17th century weavers' cottages; the
name of Turret Cottage relates to two projecting
round stair turrets at the rear.
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Walking further down the hill you come to the War
Memorial honouring local men lost during the
First World War which dates from 1923. A new
plaque added in 1948 commemorates two sons of
Randwick who died during WWII.

Then turn left and walk along The Stocks to take in
the scenic view across the valley. i : il
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The steeply pitched roofs, stone mullion windows
with hood moulds and simple plank doors are
typical of the local 17th and 18th century cottage
Cotswold vernacular build. The weaver's cottage
at this time consisted of just two rooms, stacked
one above the other, with a fireplace and internal
spiral staircase with no attic and typically just a
single stone mullioned window per storey on the
front elevation, and the door. Often these
cottages were grouped into pairs (e.g., along The
Stocks) or short, terraced rows creating a wide
frontage and a long, low building form, and many
with a windowless, curved rear walling as seen in
the Crescent.

Note all the windows are at the front of the
building to catch first and last daylight for the
weavers. The back of the building is windowless,
and the curve of the building reflects the contour
of the land.
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At the end of The Stocks, walk down a steep
lagger and at the bottom take a sharp turn left,
upwards to the top of Ocker Hill. Historic maps
show a quarry and lime kiln nearby on your right,
and also give fine views over the neighbouring
village of Ruscombe. Walk down the steep hill to
the bottom and turn right with the playing fields
on your left side, and on your right, you’ll pass
the old Rising Sun Inn built ¢.1830 as a private
dwelling and then turned into a pub by 1848; it
served as a recruiting station during WWI and
ended use as a local brewhouse in 1966
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Close by is the former Wesleyan Methodist
Chapel built in 1824, and due to popularity and
growing congregations was soon enlarged by
public subscription to the size of the present
building. Continue walking along this lane to your
right.

Q7

Many young children were employed in the
19th century woollen mills in Stroud and as
widely common in rural areas at the time basic
education was limited. However, a small
Charity School was in existence in Randwick
from the mid 19th century, though restricted
intake to thirteen of the poorest children
annually from the whole population of
Randwick of 856 in 1801. In 1809 William Knee,
a local hatter, set up a Sunday School which
was accommodated in an inn on The Lane now
known as The Old Dairy, and later moved to
Knee's new Wesleyan Methodist Chapel.

08

Further along The Lane, notice The Old Chapel
originally a Primitive Methodist Chapel in use
until 1901. It was associated with the Pentecostal
Church and later as a meeting place for parish
events. Many villagers watched Queen Elizabeth
II’s coronation here on a set loaned by a local
couple - their first experience of a live television
broadcast.
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Opposite you'll see the Old School House and
adjacent is the Randwick Church of England
Primary School established in 1857. The old
schoolhouse was used for a former charity school
established in the early 18th century*. It was
purchased in 1749 for the schoolmaster,George
Harmer, and was turned into a post office and
general store in 1953 but closed on March 30,
1990.

* “Thomas Vobes by will dated 1706 gave
property in Randwick in reversion for
teaching poor children of the parish, and £50
given by Richard Cambridge and £20 given by
Ann Hawker for erecting a schoolroom and
supporting a master was laid out on land in
1730”. (British History Online, Version 5.0
<www.british-history.ac.uk (accessed
19/10/2026).
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Walk through the school playground to Well
Leaze. The communal spring was the only source
of water in the village until 1947. Many houses
had their own pumps and standpipes - and a few
came back into use during the water shortage in
2007 when the pumping station at Mythe flooded
and failed.
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The path brings you to the churchyard of the
Parish Church of St John the Baptist, founded in
the 13th century; one of the bells in the 14th
century tower is inscribed "SANCTI EGDII"(Saint
Giles) dating its casting to ¢.1325 (The 700th
anniversary was commemorated with a peal of the
bells in November 2025). Substantial additions
and alterations were made in the 18th and 19th
centuries. John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
preached here twice in 1739 and 1742.
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As you leave the church, you’ll see an example of a
‘squeeze’ stile which were put in specific locations
to prevent straying animals from

entering unwanted areas around the village.
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Opposite the church stands the Old Vicarage
constructed in 1844 on the site where a
Workhouse opened in 1782 to support poverty
stricken locals during a time when the village
was described as ‘the most distressed village’; it
also provided children of impoverished families
with pin-making skills as this industry was
already important in Gloucester with a hand
pin-making "manufactory". The only remains of
the Workhouse are seen in a section of the
curved wall on the perimeter of today's
building.
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Walking further down Church Road you pass the
Ryelands which is now a small housing
development but ¢ 1820, this was the residence
of the Lord of the Manor of Randwick and this
was so until the death of the last holder of the
title to live in the village.
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Watch out for traffic along the narrow road, and
carry on past the Old Vicarage to the Horse Pool
on your right. Pack horses watered at the pool on
their way through Randwick, but now the Wap
Mayor is sprinkled there during the annual Wap
ceremony; the Wap was formerly a day of
revelery dating back to medieval times and
resurrected as a village annual celebration in the
1970s. Up until the late 1940s, the pool provided
the only suitable source of water for fire-fighting
purposes in the village.
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Carry on down the hill to Long Court which
adjoins Court Farm. Originally one house,a
substantial fire led toan addition c.18200f a
wingbuilt in the contemporary fashionable ‘Tudor
Gothic’ style. Until the 20th century, Long Court
“generously” controlled villagers’ access tospring
waterwithin its grounds via a Ram Pump hydraulic
system.
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On the opposite side of the road, you'll see the
Lock Up though this is a misnomer. The grade I
listed building dating mid-to late 18th century was
never a jail but may have been used as an apple
store possibly by the opposite Court Farm; at a
later date it may have accommodated unruly Wap
goers who'd enjoyed too much cider!
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In Standish woods and around the village there
are remains of old quarrying sites, with the cut-
stone used for building the weavers' cottages and
quarry refuse used for walls. (Reference:
Gloucestershire Ordnance Survey 25 Inch first
edition 1844-1888, published 1885). Historic maps
show a quarry and lime kiln in the heart of the
village, between The Lane and The Stocks.
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Continue down the road to The Change at
Townsend (below Ash Lane). Its name recalls a
tradition of a staging post where horses were
changed as they dragged their packs up the steep
hill to Randwick. Several horses' skeletons have
been found nearby. Walk further along the road
and pass three weavers' cottages on your left..
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Turn left down a narrow lane through two sets of
stiles and cross the stream and walk up the hill
over a step stile and continue following the
hedge on your left, to Chapel Fields, coming to
the village playing fields then on your right side.

Also of interest ...

Every year, on the second Saturday
in May, large crowds of Runnickers
and people from neighbouring

SIMEON PEARCE: Randwick isthe
birthplace in 1821 of Simeon Pearce,

villages flock to Randwick for the s famous 8 who
Wap - an old local custom involving founded Randwickin Australia, which
cheese rolling, music, a procession today is athriving area in the
and parading the elected village southern part of Sydney.

mayor and queen.
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