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Randwick and Westrip Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting of the council held at Cashes Green School at 7.15 pm on Thursday 
April 21st 2022. 
 
Present 
Councillors

Rob Davies Chairman 
Richard Huxford  
Jo Boldero 

Alun Davies 
Debbi Smith 
Mike Woods 

 
1/4/22 Apologies: Cllrs Elisabeth Newman and Matt Reed, County Cllr Williams and 
District Cllr Edmunds. 
 
2/4/22 Public Forum: Approximately fifty members of the public were present, 
including Tim Jenkins, National Trust Area Ranger for the Haresfield Estate, and County 
Councillor John Bloxsom.  
 
The National Trust Area Ranger had come to the meeting to update the council on 
the Randwick Long Barrow and spoke to the audience of parishioners, and 
mountain bike riders who use Randwick Woods. The long barrow is a scheduled 
ancient monument. In 2011 Historic England had advised the NT to remove trees 
growing on top of the barrow to protect the structure. The Haresfield Estate 
received many visitors, approximately 500,000 each year in recent years. The 
Trust had erected signs asking visitors to go round the barrow and avoid going 
over it and was managing damage caused to the barrow. He had asked Historic 
England for advice about preserving the long barrow and the other features, the 
cross-dyke and round barrows and Haresfield hill fort. He had had to deal with 
some antisocial problems including illegal camping, fires, litter and parking. Signs 
at the long barrow had been defaced and posts removed. The NT had a duty to 
protect the woods and he planned work to repair areas where stonework had been 
gouged out of the barrow. He had encountered people using mattocks and spades 
to dig into the monument. 

A member of the public stated that responsible mountain bike riders didn’t 
vandalise the woods. 

Mr Jenkins spoke about the permitted cycle network in the woods, including the 
bridleways, and unofficial tracks that had been made there. An unofficial track 
had been advertised on social media. The Trust did not want any extension of the 
trail network. He was concerned about the Trust’s liability for anyone injured by 
bicycles crossing walking trails.  

He was particularly concerned that some of the 600 trees planted recently had 
been pulled out of the ground. The Trust did not want any more trails made. 

Some members of the public said they didn’t know that the feature was an ancient 
monument; Mr Jenkins would replace the signs including those on the permitted 
trails. He was happy to work with people who used the woods and asked those 
present to encourage responsible use by other visitors. A member of the public 
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spoke about responsible riders who, like himself, voluntarily collected and 
removed litter from the woods. 

A parishioner hoped that there would be no more building of ramps and other 
structures along the trails. 

Responding to comments made on social media the chairman of the council 
emphasised that the parish council was not against responsible, permitted use of 
the woods. 

Mr Jenkins was thanked for his talk and left the meeting 

3/4/22 Declarations of interest in items on this agenda: None. 
 
4/4/22 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on March  17th were approved and 
were signed by the Chairman of the meeting.  
 
5/4/22 Report from the Officer of the Council: Cllrs noted the contents of the Clerk’s 
report.  
 
6/4/22  Correspondence: Cllrs noted the correspondence listed in the Clerk’s Report. 
Work to repair and maintain the unsafe wall along the pavement in Westrip Lane was due 
to be finished by the end of April. 
 
7/4/22 Questions from councillors:  
Cllr Huxford asked whether GCC had responded to the parish council’s request to 
repair the damaged surface of the footpath from Westrip to The Martins. 
Action: The Clerk to contact GCC again. 
 
Cllr Boldero reported parishioners’ concerns about parking outside Cashes Green 
School at both ends of the school day and asked what action could be taken to 
improve road safety there. County Cllr Bloxsom had been involved recently and 
had met with the head teacher and GCC Highways and some barriers, possibly 
planters, would be installed to prevent vehicles from parking on the kerbs. 
 
Cllr Boldero asked for advice about dog-fouling in Blenheim Rise where a parishioner had 
reported a nuisance. The incidents of fouling by dogs could be reported to the SDC dog 
warden who could help. 
 
Cllr Alun Davies had met with members of RVH&PFC and asked for parking at 
Randwick playing field to be considered at a meeting of the council. 
 
Cllr Smith asked if the VAS could be sited at Westrip again. 
 
8/4/22 District and County Councillors’ reports:  
County Cllr John Bloxsom spoke about his involvement at Cashes Green School for 
improving road safety and the County Council’s new road safety policy aimed at making 
more 20 mph zones. He had £30,000 devolved funding for highways in his division in the 
current year. He also spoke about other current GCC business: 

- the County Council’s support for refugees from Ukraine 
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- the continuing ‘Build Back Better’ funding 
- work to install new sewers through Stroud 
- the relocation of Stroud library 
- care homes 
- and the Care Commission’s judgement of GCC Children’s Services, which had 

improved from the previous inspection but still required further improvement. 
 

District Cllr Jon Edmunds and County Councillor Sue Williams had sent written reports.  
 
Cllr Edmunds had reported on business at recent SDC meetings; economic development, 
regeneration, and a large number of environmental and community issues. 

Cllr Williams had reported on some of the issues mentioned by Cllr Bloxsom and also 
about Health and Social Care, a proposed special school in Stroud, ‘levelling up’, the 
GCC Living with Covid strategy, and repair, re-use and recycling initiatives. 
 
9/4/22 Co-option: Mrs Sara Tucker was co-opted to serve until the next local elections in 
May 2025. 
  
10/4/22 Application for funding for sports pitches: Cllr Rob Davies reported that 
Randwick FC hadn’t completed its application to the Football Foundation; the council, as 
owner of the playing field  would consider permission for the work at a future meeting. 
 
11/4/22 Appointment of a trustee of the  Randwick Charities: The four-year terms of 
two trustees appointed to the Charities by the parish council were due to end in July and 
September. 
Action: The Clerk to write to the Charity asking for suggestions for nominees. 
 
12/4/22 Planning applications:  
a) Applications: 
S.22/0527/FUL – The Old Vicarage - Erection of 6m diameter Yurt within kitchen 
garden & associated works – no comment. 

S.22/0616/TPO -Mallaig - Reduce sycamore to 5m monolith replant (fagus 
sylvatica) – no comment. 

S.22/0657/HHOLD – Dormic - Erection of rear extension and front porch – comments 
querying labelling of plans, parking, overlooking the neighbouring property and scale of 
the extension. 

S.22/0740/TCA - Pool Cottage – Randwick -1x large Beech tree - remove lowest 
limb (primary), crown reduction by 1.5m - 2m and crown thin – no comment. 

b) Appraisal of Conservation Area Statement: Cllrs discussed a brief report on the results 
of the survey and progress towards the review draft. 

c) Bus shelter: A party of cllrs would meet officers from the GCC Integrated 
Transport Unit in Westrip Lane in the following week to consider a suitable site 
for a bus shelter. 

13/4/22 Finance:  
a) Bank reconciliation: Councillors considered the bank reconciliation for March. 
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b) Internal Financial Controls: Cllrs reviewed and approved the Council’s internal 
financial controls:  

The council approves all payments. 
Two signatories are required on cheques. 
Cheque stubs and invoices are initialled by signatories. 
Two signatories are required on the schedule of payments made by internet banking 
transfer. 
Two councillors can access the internet banking accounts to undertake routine 
checks. 
The RFO sends councillors copies of HSBC bank statements weekly. 
The RFO reconciles bank statements and accounts monthly.  
The reconciliation is checked by a councillor who is not a cheque signatory. 
The council monitors expenditure and reviews the budget quarterly. 
The Internal Auditor scrutinises the accounts. 
An external audit (Limited Assurance Review) is required when gross receipts or 
gross payments exceed £25,000. If under £25,000 the council can declare itself 
exempt from external audit. 
 
c) Annual statement of accounts:  Cllrs approved the receipts and payments account.  
 
14/4/22 Environment: The council had been asked whether it would pay for a 
commemorative plaque for the two oak trees planted to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. 
Resolved: To pay for a plaque. 
Action: The Clerk to ask for details about cost and how it would be installed.  
 
15/4/22 Fibre broadband: Actions for a working party to consider how broadband 
connections in the parish could be improved would be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
16/4/22 Items delegated to the Clerk and items for the next agenda: As above, also 
consideration of siting a dog-waste bin at Blenheim Rise. 
 
17/4/22 Orders for payment:  
RVH&PFC  room hire Jan/Feb/Mar 
M Lammas  April monthly contract payment 
B Parsons  April salary less tax due in the 1st quarter 
B Parsons  Expenses – Norton anti-virus 
GCC   kissing gates 
O2    mobile phone 12 Apr - 11 May 
 
18/4/22 Next meeting: Thursday May 19th at Randwick Village Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. 


