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Randwick and Westrip Parish Council 
Minutes of the meeting of the Council held at 7.15 pm on Thursday December 
19th at Cashes Green School 
 
Present 
Councillors
Shaun Egan (Chairman) 
Matt Reed 
Cheryl Byford 
Rob Davies 

Alex Egan 
Marianne Demmer 
Mike Woods 
 

 
Clerk: Mr B Parsons 
 
1/12/19 Apologies: Cllrs Smith and Fontenla. 
 
2/12/19 Public Forum: There were three members of the public present.  
 
3/12/19 Declarations of interest in items on this agenda: None. 
 
4/12/19 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on November 21st were 
approved and signed.  
 
5/12/19  Report from the Officer of the Council: Cllrs noted the contents of 
the Clerk’s report.  
 
6/12/19  Correspondence: Cllrs noted the correspondence listed in the Clerk’s 
Report and discussed the request from GAPTC to nominate a past chairman 
for entry in a ballot for an invitation to a Buckingham House Garden Party. 
Action The Clerk to contact David Preece. 
 
7/12/19  Questions from councillors:  
8/12/19 Cllr Byford asked about cars parked on Blenheim Pitch, which were 
blocking drivers’ views on the bend. Councillors understood that the owners 
were parking there during building works at their house. Cllrs Byford 
volunteered to speak to the parishioners. 
 
Cllr Demmer felt that there had been an increase in the number of drivers 
exceeding the 20 mph limit. Cllr Reed had been unable to update the statistics 
from the VAS.  
Action: The Clerk to investigate the costs of ’20 is Plenty’ stickers to put on 
rubbish bins. 
The Clerk to ask GCC Highways about repainting the 20mph signs on posts 
and on the road surface that had faded. 
 
Cllr Demmer asked about improving streetlighting between the churchyard and 
Ash Lane. 
Action: The Clerk to ask GCC Highways about possible improvements. 
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Cllr Davies passed on parishioners’ thanks to the council for providing a bench 
for the churchyard. He reported a tree falling over the road on Ruscombe 
Road. 
Action The Clerk to report the tree to GCC Highways and also report a branch 
obstructing Sugar’s Hole. 
 
Cllr Shaun Egan asked about the picnic table bought by the council. 
Action: Cllr Shaun Egan to speak to RVH&PFC about where to site it on 
Randwick Playing Field. 
 
Cllr Woods asked about a grit bin in Perry Orchard. It was not a GCC bin so 
needed filling by a volunteer who would store bags of grit. 
Action: Cllr Woods to collect some bags from Cllr Egan. 
 
Cllr Demmer asked about the supply of grit from GCC. GCC fill the bins 
supplied by GCC bearing numbered yellow stickers. Bins positioned by the 
parish council are filled by volunteers who hold stocks of bagged grit, which 
have to be ordered in July. The Clerk puts a request in the Randwick Runner 
annually. 
 
9/12/19 District and County Councillors’ reports: No district or county 
councillors present. 
  
10/12/19 Planning applications: 
a) Applications received to date:  
S.19/2517/HHOLD Ashleigh Townsend - Infill the existing courtyard for 
orangery and entrance passage to the front of the property - support. 
S.19/2507/HHOLD Mallaig - extension/flat roof dormer to rear – support. 
S.19/2572/TCA Randwick Methodist Church - Trees in a Conservation Area 
Yew Tree - crown reduce by 1 metre and remove any branches touching the 
neighbouring building roof - No comment. 
Noted: 
Approved S.19/2255/TCA - 1 Yew Tree Cottages Randwick - (1) Yew, Lilac 
and Ivy by the house. Lightly reduce all over by approximately 1.0m and cut 
back from the house to give 0.5m clearance. (2) Hazel in the garden. Remove 
one of the stems from over the lawn only.  
Approved - S.19/2421/TCA Cawsand, Church Road, Randwick, Stroud. Trees 
in a Conservation Area Crack Willow (T1)- Pollard just above main fork at 3.5 
meters high. Silver Birch (T2,3 _ 5)- Fell. Red Maple (T4)- Reduce height by 2 
meters and remaining crown by 3 meters. Replant with Fruit trees. 
 
b) VAS report: Cllr Reed had been unable to produce a report. Deferred to the 
January meeting. 
 
c) SDP Local Plan Review:  
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Randwick and Westrip remains in tier 4b in the settlement hierarchy, described 
as ‘settlements with basic facilities.’ 

‘These small and very small rural settlements provide basic or minimal facilities 
for their communities, but lack the range of services to meet day to day 
requirements. These are generally inaccessible and unsustainable locations for 
growth, with significant environmental constraints. However, there could be 
scope for very limited development to meet specific local housing, employment 
or community needs, either within or (exceptionally) adjacent to the settlement 
development limit, subject to fulfilling the criteria set out in this Plan’s Core 
and Delivery policies, to boost community vitality and social sustainability.’  

Additionally: - ‘These small and very small settlements provide only 
basic/minimal local services and facilities for their communities (although 
Randwick is stronger in this respect than other Tier 4b settlements), and none 
has any retail facilities. These settlements are highly car- reliant and poorly 
connected, generally lacking reasonable foot, cycle or bus access to key services 
and facilities elsewhere. These villages lack any employment role and all 
function as ‘dormitory’ settlements.  

The Cotswolds AONB designation covers these villages and surrounding land, 
and they each face significant environmental constraints.’ 

11/12/19 Finance:  
a) Bank reconciliation: Cllrs considered the bank reconciliation for November. 
 
b) Applications for grants: Six applications had been received.  
Cllr S Egan declared an interest as a member of the Severn Area Rescue 
Association in the application from SARA and took no part in consideration of 
that application.  
 
Cllrs discussed the working party’s recommendations.  
Resolved:  That the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of 
the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, 
in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants, 
and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure: - 
• 1st Randwick Brownies £300 for subscription to Girl Guiding UK 
• Randwick Church £278 for crockery for church activities 
• Severn Area Rescue Association £100 to support its work. 
• The Royal British Legion: donation £20 recognising that he Remembrance 

Day wreath was supplied at cost. 
• Home-Start Stroud £250 to support its work. 
• Independence Trust £120 to support its work. 

 
Resolved: Subject to confirmation that the parish council would have influence 
on, and access to, the proposed survey and that the MPLC licence bought by 
the group would allow other organisations to show films, to grant £452 to 
Randwick Community (Jo Cox Group). 



Randwick and Westrip Parish Council Minutes December 19th 2019 
 
  

582 

 
c) Insurance: Cllrs compared quotations for its annual insurance and decided to 
enter in to a three-year agreement with Zurich Insurance. 
 
d) Quarterly Review: Cllrs reviewed income and expenditure to the end of 
November. 
 
e) Salary budget: Cllrs reviewed the annual salary budget, in accordance with 
Financial Regulation 4.4. The Clerk was the only employee, paid pro-rata on 
the Local Government recommended spine point for 28 hours per month.  
Cllrs decided that the number of hours for which the clerk was paid was still 
appropriate.  
 
f) Allowances for councillors: Cllrs discussed the regulations allowing councils 
to pay allowances. A council may decide to pay a parish basic allowance to the 
chairman only or to each of its members. If the allowance is paid to members it 
will be available only to elected members. The amount payable to the chairman 
may be higher because of the extra duties that may be required. In settling the 
levels of these allowances the council must have regard to the recommendations 
of an independent panel.  
Councillors decided not to pay a basic allowance to eligible councillors. 
Resolved: To continue to pay an allowance to the chairman to enable him to 
fulfil the duties of the office.  
 
g) Draft budget: Cllrs considered a draft prepared by the Clerk and added some 
items of expenditure. 
Action The Clerk to prepare a revised budget for consideration at the January 
meeting. 
 
h) Reserves: Cllrs noted the current level of reserves. 
 
i) Precept for 2020/2021: Cllrs considered the draft expenditure and the precept 
requirement. The tax base for 20/21 was lower than for 19/20 due to more 
exemptions and single occupation of houses. 
 
12/12/19 Environment:  
a) Trees at Finn’s Way: In November cllrs had considered a request, with a 
structural engineer’s report, from a parishioner living next to Finn’s Way, about 
a tree which was causing cracks in his garage walls. 
The Clerk had received a quotation from a tree surgeon, within delegated 
spending powers, and had authorised the tree surgeon to fell the tree. 
Cllrs discussed the tree surgeon’s report recommending felling of three ash trees 
close to residents’ gardens that had been planted too close together. The tree 
roots were likely to spread in to the neighbouring properties and were likely to 
suffer from ash die back disease (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus). 
Resolved: To remove the trees before they became larger and to plant more 
suitable species. 
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Action: The Clerk to ask the tree surgeon to recommend suitable trees for 
replanting at Finn’s way. 
 
b) Community composting: The Randwick Carbon Neutral Group had 
asked the council to consider having a community compost heap at Finn’s way. 
The group had decided that the site was not suitable due to access and other 
factors.  
The group proposed planting ‘Finn’s Way Food Forest’ and showed an outline 
plan for approximately twenty canopy trees with an understorey of fruit 
bushes. Cllrs asked about funding for the proposal and costs of maintenance. 
The area was currently mainly grass and mowed regularly: a large number of 
trees would present different maintenance requirements. Cllr Davies suggested 
that the neighbouring residents should be consulted for their views as well. 
There was a covenant in the trust deed relating to the land restricting some uses 
of it and the Clerk was asked to write to the original land owner asking for 
clarification. 
Action: The Clerk to write to Mrs Julia Currie asking whether the proposed use 
would breach the covenant. 
 
c) Randwick Village Hall and Playing Field Trust: No report. No 
representatives of the committee had attended parish council meetings since this 
had been made a standing agenda item in January 2019 and the Chairman 
suggested removing this agenda item. 
 
13/12/19 Operation London Bridge: Cllrs discussed arrangements proposed 
for marking the death of the Queen including guidance notes produced from 
those issued by the National Association of Civic Officers (NACO). The 
discussion was deferred to the January meeting. 
 
14/12/19 Items delegated to the Clerk and items for the next agenda: As 
above. 
 
15/12/19 Orders for payment: 
The Church Notice Board Company repair to poster case and carriage 
RVH&PFC  Balance of grant 
M Lammas  December monthly contract payment 
B Parsons December salary less PAYE due in the 3rd quarter 
HMRC PAYE tax due in the 3rd quarter 
The Information Commissioner Data Protection fee 
O2  Mobile phone 12 Dec – 11 Jan  
 
16/12/19 Next meeting: January 16th at Randwick Village Hall. 

 
The meeting closed at 9.20 pm.  


