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Randwick Annual Parish Meeting 2019 
 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday May 
16th 2019 at Randwick Village Hall at 8 pm. 
 
Present  
Approximately fourteen parishioners were present and six parish 
councillors.  
 
1 Minutes  
The minutes of the 2018 Annual Parish Meeting were read to the 
meeting, confirmed, and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
2 Matters Arising: None. 
 
3 Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman, Shaun Egan gave a report on the activities of the Parish 
Council during the past year.  
 
The Council had controlled the budget, requiring only a small increase to 
the precept, increasing council tax for band D properties by 1% from 
£33.61 to £33.95 – 34p. The precept for the current year 2019/20 was 
not increased but set at the same level, resulting in a small decrease for 
band D to £33.80. 
 
During the year the PC responds to all planning applications notified by 
the planning authority (SDC) but does not make the decisions. 
 
During the recent Local Plan Review Randwick had been moved down 
from Tier 4 to Tier 5 which was described as  
‘These small and very small settlements typically provide very basic, low 
or minimal levels of services and facilities for the community. None of 
these have retail facilities. These settlements are highly car-reliant and 
generally poorly-connected, with poor foot, cycle or bus access to services 
and facilities elsewhere. These settlements typically face environmental 
constraints’.  
 
Cllrs rejected a proposal in the review which would allow parishes to 
support building a small number of new homes outside settlement limits. 
 
The Council had hosted a presentation by a planning consultant to hear 
the owners’ intentions for the Carpenter’s Arms. The Council had 
considered requests to register the building as an asset of community 
value or to list it but neither was appropriate 
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The Council had responded to the Community Governance Review 
which was almost certain to be implemented and would change the 
composition of the council to elect councillors for three wards instead of 
two.  
 
New play equipment had been installed at Randwick Playing Field. The 
cost was estimated at £12,900 but volunteer labour to fill in the sandpit, 
install some of the equipment and move the fence had kept costs down. 
The work was financed from developer contributions from the Planning 
Authority, SDC,  and the PC. Volunteer help had been greatly 
appreciated and the Chairman thanked Iain Humphreyson, councillors 
Matt Reed and Rob Davies and Ermin Plant Hire, which had loaned 
equipment. The Council was arranging to hand over total management of 
Randwick Playing Field to the Village Hall Committee. 
 
Parking remained a problem.  The Council had worked with the head at 
Randwick School to try to encourage parents driving to school to park 
responsibly. 
 
The Council continued to monitor speeds at several sites around the 
parish and had had some support from PCSOs outside Cashes Green 
School. The Police would not authorise the use of an ANPR camera in 
the Parish. 
 
The Council was producing an environmental plan and intended to revise 
the Design Statement to encourage greener buildings. 
 
The Council needed more volunteers to store grit (rock salt) for use in the 
winter when the GCC-supplied bins had been emptied. 
 
4 Presentation of Annual Accounts 
The annual statement of accounts was available to parishioners at the 
meeting as well as being published on the Council’s website.   
 
A parishioner asked about the source of, and differences in, income 
between 17/18 and 18/19. Apart from contributions towards the costs of 
mowing Randwick Playing Field the income was from grants, which had 
financed the vehicle activated speed sign and new play equipment. 
 
5 Matters raised by electors 
Several electors offered to store bags of grit for winter. A parishioner 
asked how excess grit could be cleared from paths to prevent people 
slipping after ice and snow had gone. The Chairman suggested that the 
Parish Handyperson could be used or alternatively using a community 
service such as the Leyhill prison community work scheme. 
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A parishioner asked whether ‘sleeping policemen’ could be installed to 
slow vehicles travelling in excess of 20 mph. The Chairman explained 
that it was unlikely that roads in the parish would meet GCC’s criteria 
for installing speed bumps or similar measures. 
 
Calvin Williams spoke about current concerns about climate change. He 
presented a paper and spoke about the Randwick Carbon Neutral 
Group’s wish to work with the Parish Council to achieve its aims. The 
group proposed that the Council should declare a climate change 
emergency, reduce its carbon dioxide emissions and set up an 
environmental working party to investigate ways for the Parish Council 
to become a carbon-neutral organisation by 2030. 
 
The Chairman asked what the Council could do in practical terms if it 
adopted the proposal? 
 
Mr Williams suggested a number of strategies that could follow; raising 
awareness of ‘carbon footprints’, consulting with the community, tree 
planting, considering sustainable food production, water and food 
security and community resilience. He suggested that a Neighbourhood 
Plan could include relevant requirements as supplementary planning 
guidance. 
 
The Chairman explained that the Council had considered developing a 
Neighbourhood Plan, which would control some hypothetical planning 
issues, but the Council had taken the view that the advantages of a 
Neighbourhood Plan for Randwick and Westrip would be minimal 
compared to the amount of work and resources that would have to be 
put into creating it. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the Council would consider the proposal. 
 
No further issues were raised by parishioners. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 
 
Signed: 

  
 
 

 


