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Carbon Neutral Randwick – A Climate Emergency Proposal 
 
Over recent months, arising largely from the IPCC (International Panel on Climate 
Change) report of October 2018, parishioners of Randwick have been raising 
awareness of our human impact on our climate and developing projects to play a 
part in meeting global challenges whilst developing local resources and 
resourcefulness. Now constituted as a small charity the members of Carbon Neutral 
Randwick (CNR) are setting up systems, drawing up plans and creating a strategy 
for community action over the coming years.  
Working with Transition Stroud and other local groups, partnerships are developing 
across the district, with other community groups and with parish councillors from 
other villages. Successful local partnerships are also developing such as the 
‘scattered orchard’ planting, with Randwick School and PFORS. and supporting a 
(single use) plastic free Wap day, working with the Wap Committee and other village 
groups. Both the projects and meetings of CNR have attracted broad support and 
also welcomed informative speakers from the district; Fred Baker from Transition 
Stroud, Cllr Simon Pickering; Stroud District Council Environment Committee Chair 
and this month David Drew MP. 
 
At the inaugural meeting of the charity it was agreed that CNR should, at the Annual 
Parish Meeting, make the proposal that in line with national government and over 
fifty 2nd and 3rd tier local councils, Randwick & Westrip Parish Council should 
Declare a Climate Emergency and fully commit to supporting the Stroud District 
Council’s Carbon Neutral 2030 targets, and also that R&WPC should establish a 
working group in conjunction with CNR to consult with the community to determine 
their views and to inform actions that should be taken to address our climate impact 
and build a resilient community. The potential for joint work on the Parish Design 
Statement and adoption of a Neighbourhood Plan to support carbon reduction 
targets would be core considerations. 
 
Randwick has a history of being a leader in responding to climate change, creating 
the first carbon neutral village hall in the country. With only a handful of parish 
councils in the UK having declared a climate emergency our community continues to 
set an example with Randwick & Westrip Parish Council in a position to lead the way 
in both district and county. 
 
The proposal is prepared with acknowledgement to Sally Pickering of Stonehouse 
Town Council and Transition Stroud. 
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Proposal to declare a Climate Emergency 
 
It is proposed that the Parish Council should: 
 
1.   Acknowledge the urgent need for global society to reduce carbon emissions, 

recognise the part which we have to play and commit to taking an active role in 
achieving this, by: 
 

• Pro-actively reducing our CO2 emissions as an organisation  
• Seeking to encourage and enable our community to decrease their emissions 

and improve their resilience to climate change 
• Seeking to influence the policies of other organisations to encourage them to 

reduce their emissions. 
• Acknowledging that ‘business as usual’ is not an option in the face of the climate 

emergency, and that society in its current form is unsustainable.  
• Strategically reassessing and developing the scope of our current activities to 

take responsible steps to address the climate emergency. 
 
2. Set up an Environmental Working Group to investigate ways for the Parish 

Council to become a carbon-neutral organisation by 2030 and, by the end of 
2019, produce a strategy for achieving this.  

 
The Working Group will support the Council to examine environmental implications 
regarding CO2 emissions and other negative climate impacts alongside legal and 
financial implications in all the decisions it makes. 
 
The Working Group will seek ways to facilitate our community to reduce CO2 
emissions and create resilience to climate change. 
 
The Working Group will research funding available and make recommendations for 
budget provision which will enable carbon-reduction climate-change resilience 
activities in the parish and will provide guidance on grant criteria. 
 
The Working Group will provide reports to the Council to aid decision making.  
 
The Working Group will explore options for including actions and criteria to address 
climate change in the Parish Design Statement and will explore the potential for 
building reduction of climate damaging emissions into the production of a 
Neighbourhood Plan for the Parish 
 
The Working Group will therefore play an important role in assessing our role and 
capacity to reduce CO2 emissions, improve resilience and to develop strategy and 
action for change. 
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Background 
 
IPCC report and context 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released a special report in 
October 20181 on the subject of ‘Global Warming of 1.5°C’. The report is an 
international effort to summarise the current scientific consensus on how society 
might limit global warming to 1.5 degrees, as well as the likely consequences of this 
and greater levels of warming. The report states that: 
 

• Human activity has already caused 1°C of warming to the earth. 
• To limit warming to 1.5°C it will be necessary to halve global carbon 

emissions by 2030 and to achieve near-zero net emissions by 2050. 
• The consequences of 2°C warming are significantly worse than 1.5°C 

warming across all areas considered in the report. 
 
At present, humanity is falling far short of the action necessary to limit warming to 
even 2°C. The likely global failure to achieve this target would result in increasingly 
severe consequences including very large scale water and food shortages, 
widespread flooding, heat related morbidity and large scale destruction of the natural 
world. These would result in substantial political and economic instability. The 
magnitude of the changes is difficult to quantify exactly, but the likely results are 
grave, both internationally and more locally. These changes are already in progress 
– as witnessed by residents of the district and county in 2007 when many houses 
were hit by flash flooding and clean water supplies to the parish were lost - and are 
likely to severely affect all of society before the end of the century. 
 
Since the publication of the IPCC report, local authorities up and down the country, 
including Stroud District Council and more recently the UK Parliament have passed 
motions declaring a Climate Emergency and committing to making their areas 
carbon neutral by 2030.  Many town and parish councils have also committed to play 
their part in achieving this goal, including locally, Stroud Town Council and 
Stonehouse Town Council. 
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Village Design Statement 

This is a supplementary planning document to help preserve the unique visual 
character of the village and surrounding area. 

Neighbourhood Planning (from Gov.uk) 

What is neighbourhood planning? 
Neighbourhood planning enables communities to play a much stronger role in 
shaping the areas in which they live and work and in supporting new development 
proposals. This is because unlike the parish, village or town plans that communities 
may have prepared, a neighbourhood plan forms part of the development plan and 
sits alongside the Local Plan prepared by the local planning authority (Stroud District 
Council). Decisions on planning applications will be made using both the local plan 
and the neighbourhood plan, and any other material considerations. 

“Neighbourhood planning provides the opportunity for communities to set out a 
positive vision for how they want their community to develop over the next 10, 15, 20 
years in ways that meet identified local need and make sense for local people. They 
can put in place planning policies that will help deliver that vision or grant planning 
permission for the development they want to see.” 

“Neighbourhood planning gives communities direct power to develop a shared vision 
for their neighbourhood and shape the development and growth of their local area. 
They are able to choose where they want new homes, shops and offices to be built, 
have their say on what those new buildings should look like and what infrastructure 
should be provided, and grant planning permission for the new buildings they want to 
see go ahead. Neighbourhood planning provides a powerful set of tools for local 
people to plan for the types of development to meet their community’s needs and 
where the ambition of the neighbourhood is aligned with the strategic needs and 
priorities of the wider local area.” 

See also: Local Government Association: Neighbourhood Planning – A Simple 
Guide for Councillors 

 


